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KBITAUJATBI IYHTAH ATJABUATHI BOIOHYA N3WIJT06.J0PAYH KAPAII
YbITI'bIJIBIIIBI 7KAHA ITEPCIIEKTUBACHI
OB30P U NEPCHEKTHUBBI UCCJIEJJOBAHUSA IYHTAHCKOM JIUTEPATYPBI
B KUTAE
REVIEW AND PROSPECT OF DONGGAN LITERATURE RESEARCH IN CHINA

Kpickaua MmyHe316eMe: AKbIPKBI 0TY3 kbUina Kertaiinarer JlyHran agaOusTTapblH H3HII00
Tasg37aH TEePEHIre YEHWH JKYPYI, agaOuil ChIHYBUIBIKTaH aJa0usAT H3WJAOOCYHO OTYII, KECHUIITHUK
smMec amabusartaH mnpodeccuoHanTa Keuym, anabuii  anMamryymapra 0acklM  KacOOJOH
AKaJICMUAJIBIK U3WII100JI0pTo 0aceIM Kacooro MaHH 6€pI/IH OHIOHIIOfl OBOJIIOLUA IMMPOLUCCCTCPHUHECH
OTTY, JKaHa a3bIp JKAaHbI TapBIXBIﬁ oTallTa Typar. ByJ’I Makajia CaJIbIITBIpMAIIYY 68.1711(00,
OHUOIIMOMETHKANIBIK JKaHa Ma3MyH TaJlJO0O bIKMaJIapbIH KOJIAOHYII Kerrai I[}/'HFaH a,Z[aGI/IHT HN3NJ11060
TapbIXbI JKapasHbIH *KaHa OHYTYY NMPO(UINH KapalIThIPbIN, aHbIH 0aadyydyryH »*aHa MaaHUCHH
HU3nJ1IJoeoero alblIl, KBITaI}'I,[[aFLI ]_IYHFaH aI[a6I/I}ITBIHLIH oro 6eTep JKaKIIbl TapaTblIYYCYH JKaHa
KaOBbLI aJIBLIHBIIIBIH HJITCpHU CYPOT.

AnHoTamusi: 3a Oojiee UYeM TpUAUATH JIE€T KUTAaWCKO-IyHTaHCKUE JIMTepaTypHbIE
WCCJIEIOBaHMs MPOLUIN MPOLIECC 3BOJIOLIUU OT MOBEPXHOCTHOTO K INTyOOKOMY, OT JIMTEpaTypHOU
KPUTHKHU K JIUNTEPATYPHBIM HCCIEAO0BAaHUSAM, OT HEMPOPECCHOHATBHOIO K MPO(ECCHOHATBHOMY, OT
aKIICHTa Ha JUTEPATYpPHBIX OoOMEeHax (B3aMMOCBS3SX) K aKIEHTy Ha HaydHbIe HCCleoOBaHUA. B
CTaTbC MHCHOJB3YHOTCAd MCETOJAbI CpPABHUTCIBHOTO Ha6J’II-O,Z[eHI/I}I, 6I/I6HI/IOMeTpI/II/I U aHaJIu3
COACPIKAHUA JId 0630pa HCTOPUYCCKOIO ImponecCa MW pa3sBUTUA HCCICIOBAHUA KHTaMUCKO-
ﬂYHFaHCKOﬁ JIUTECPATYPBI, 4 TAKKC JIS1 U3YYCHHA €€ HCHHOCTU U 3HAUCHUA, YTOOBI CIOCOOCTBOBATH
Jy4IIEMY paclpOCTPAHEHUIO U TPU3HAHUIO JYHTaHCKOM uTepaTypsl B Kurae.

Abstract: In the past three decades, the study of Donggan literature in China has experienced
the development and evolution process in a progressive manner from literary criticism to literary
research, from non-specialization to specialization, from focusing on literary exchange to focusing
on academic research, and is now in a new historical stage. By means of comparative observation,
bibliometrics and content analysis, this paper reviews the historical process and development of
Donggan literature research in China, explores its value and significance, and enhances the
dissemination and acceptance of Donggan literature in China.

Herusru ce3nep: nanran anadusarel, bopbopayk Asus, U3WII06 TYPY, aAa0usT aHAI3H.
KuawueBble cjioBa: JyHraHckas Jnurteparypa, LleHTpaibHas A3wusi, TUI HCCIEIOBaHUA,
JIUTEPATYPHBIN aHAJIU3.
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Donggan literature is regarded as the “new continent” of Chinese literature in the world by
Chinese academic circles (Chang Wenchang, Chang Lini, 2009), and related research began in the
1990s. Over the past 30 years, the research team has taken initial shape, the research field has been
continuously expanded, the research enthusiasm has lasted for a long time, and a series of valuable
academic achievements have been produced. By means of comparative observation, bibliometrics
and content analysis, this paper closely follows the occurrence, development and types of Donggan
literature research in China, comprehensively examines its academic pattern and overall style, and
promotes the better dissemination and acceptance of Donggan literature in China.

I. The Development Course of Donggan Literature Research in China

The study of Donggan literature is one of the branches of Donggan studies. The study of
Donggan in China began in the 1990s, and made great progress has been made since the new
century, mainly focusing on two major fields: language and literature. (Chang Wenchang, Chang
Lini, 2018:2). Donggan literature research has the basic attributes of transnational, cross-cultural
and interdisciplinary. It plays a positive role in promoting the literary exchange between China and
Central Asia and boosting the growth of the world literary space. It has experienced the
development and evolution process in a progressive manner from literary criticism to literary
research, from non-professional to professional, from focusing on literary exchange to devoting
itself to academic research, which can be roughly divided into three stages:

(1) Germination Period: 1990s

In the early 1990s, the “rediscovery” of the Donggan people contributed to the rise of
“Donggan fever” in China. The study of Donggan literature in Asia started with an overall
introduction and macro description. Historians Hu Zhenhua and Ding Hong wrote articles to
introduce the national origin and cultural inheritance of the Donggan people, evaluated the
development process, artistic style and ideological connotation of Donggan literature, and tried to
translate some poems, proverbs and doggerel. Hope-Selected Novels and Essays of Donggan
Writers in the Soviet Union compiled by Yang Feng was also published in 1996. The translated
postscript gives a detailed combing and overall review of Donggan writers’ literature. There were
few achievements in this stage, including several papers and monographs on different themes. More
emphasis was paid to literature promotion, appreciation, and comment in a more sensitive manner,
but still laying a foundation for the future development of Donggan literature research.

(11) Development Period: 2000-2005

“Since the 21st century, the Donggan studies in China have changed from historical and
cultural studies to language and literature studies and the transcription and translation of literary
works and historical documents” (Lin Tao, 2017). Chinese scholars worked hard to expand their
academic horizons and research patterns with the aim of seeking the common laws and national
characteristics of human literature, and gave Donggan literature a new position and value. Wang
Xiaodun took the lead in the academic value and practical significance of Donggan literature
research, emphasizing that “new materials are the most important resource for creating new
academics” (Wang Xiaodun, 2001), so Donggan literature can activate literary research in Chinese
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academic circles and breed new discipline paradigms and achievements. Chang Wenchang, et al.
affirmed the unique value of Donggan literature, and positioned Donggan literature as “overseas
Chinese literature” according to the northwest dialect characteristics of the Donggan language,
which pointed out the direction for the theorization, systematization and even discipline of Donggan
literature research (Chang Wenchang, 2003). At this stage, the study of Donggan literature not only
emphasizes the use of materials, but also attaches importance to theoretical analysis, which
accumulates strength for the study of Donggan literature from both knowledge and thought.

(111) Prosperity Period: 2006 to Present

After brewing in the 1990s and practicing at the beginning of the new century, from 2006 to
now, along the research direction and academic road initiated by predecessors, the study of
Donggan literature in China has entered a prosperous period, the research field has significantly
expanded, the academic achievements have been steadily produced, and the quality and quantity
have been significantly improved compared with the previous two periods. Scholars represented by
Chang Wenchang, Yang Jianjun, Chang Lini, Si Jungin, etc. broke through the previous academic
paradigm and extended cutting-edge ideas and methods of foreign literature research to this field,
especially the participation of young students, which more effectively promoted the space and
vitality of Chinese Donggan literature research.

Il. Literature analysis of Donggan Literature Research in China

By using the method of bibliometrics, taking “Donggan Literature” as the theme search word,
through data mining and bibliometrics, according to four observation indexes, we can present the
distribution of literature output, research hotspots, core authors and research institutions of Donggan
Literature Research in China, so as to gain a better understanding of the overall style and
development of Donggan Literature Research in China.

(1) Document Output

The first observation index is the amount of literature output. A total of 102 journal papers, 10
dissertations and 7 monographs were retrieved from CNKI and the Baidu Academic Platform, and
their annual distribution is shown in the following figure. Specifically, the study of Donggan
literature in China has shown a wave-band growth trend in the past 30 years. The number of
documents increased obviously in 2006, and grew rapidly after 2007, reaching its peak in 2010,
with a total output of 16 journal papers, 1 master’s thesis and 1 monograph. Subsequently, the
number of research results fluctuated, but academic attention was always maintained.
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Statistical Comparison of Literature Research Achievements in Donggan, China (1990-2022)

(1) Types of Achievements

Since the new century, more than 100 single papers, 9 doctoral papers and 5 monographs have
been produced in the field of Donggan literature research. The appearance of dissertations marks
that the study of Donggan literature in China has changed from spontaneity and fragmentation to
institutionalization and inheritance, while academic monographs reflect the systematic investigation
and overall observation of Donggan literature by Chinese scholars. The research orientation is also
closely related to national policy. Many Donggan literature research topics have been approved by
the National Social Science Fund of China and the Humanities and Social Science Fund of the
Ministry of Education, providing financial support and policy guarantee for researchers.

(111) Core Authors and Teams

The core authors take the number of articles and citations as the main measurement indicators,
aiming to present the research focus and academic influence in a certain field. As shown in Table 1,
Chang Wenchang, Yang Jianjun, Si Jungin, Chang Lini, Gao Yabin, Hui Jidong, et al. have
published a large number of articles with great influence. The above-mentioned high-yield authors
have also formed an academic community with strong cooperative relations and small-world
characteristics, realizing academic inheritance and knowledge sharing.

Table 1. Important Chinese Authors of Donggan Literature Research in China
from 1990 to 2022

Number
Number of
of . Quoted .
S/n Author . published . Author unit
publishe quantity
works
d papers
Chan College of Chinese
1 Wenche?n 20 3 139 Language and Literature
g of Lanzhou University
College of Chinese
Yang .
2 . 13 1 80 Language and Literature
Jianjun

of Lanzhou University
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School of Liberal Arts of

3 | Chang Lini 10 3 61 Shanghai University of

Political Science and Law

School of Foreign

4 Si Jungin 11 0 50 Languages and literatures

of Lanzhou University
College of Chinese

5 | Gao Yabin 6 0 19 Language and Literature

of Lanzhou University
Wang Shanghai Normal

Xiaodun University

4. Major Research Institutions

Research institutions also play an important role in tracing the achievements of Donggan
literature research. “Through the statistical analysis of research institutions, we can understand the
spatial layout, platform types, institutional evolution and other specific conditions of research forces
in a certain discipline or field to a certain extent” (Luo Guihua, 2019). As shown in Table 2, the
departments of colleges and universities distributed in Urumgqi, Xi’an, Yinchuan, Lanzhou, Beijing
and other places occupy the forefront of the number of papers issued, which is related to the fact
that the Donggan nationality originated from Northwest China and the above areas have
geographical advantages and policy support. Lanzhou University is an important place for the study
of Donggan literature in China since the new century. The number of articles published by the
institution is particularly concentrated, and it also offers core authors and strong cooperation teams.

Table 2 Number of Papers Published by Major Chinese Institutions in Donggan Literature Research
in China from 1990 to 2022

Rank Name of institution Number
of papers
1. College of Chinese Language and 53
Literature of Lanzhou University
2. School of Foreign Languages and 11
literatures of Lanzhou University
3. School of Liberal Arts of Shanghai 10
University of Political Science and Law
4. School of Humanities of Ningxia 5
University
5. Humanities College of Yili Normal 7
University
6. College of Liberal Arts, North Minzu 5
University
7. College of Liberal Arts, Xi’an )
International Studies University
8. College of International Cultural )
Exchanges of Northwest Normal
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University
9. School of Chinese Studies of Xi’an
International Studies University

Since 2019, although there are still high-level papers published, the number of achievements
has dropped significantly. This is not only caused by the fact that the new supersedes the old, but
also due to the high threshold of Donggan literature research, the difficulty in obtaining first-hand
information, the language gap and cultural differences that restrict the continuous growth of the
research team. We can improve the research conditions and enhance the researchers’ literacy, and
provide an inexhaustible motive force for the research of Donggan literature in China.

I1l. Types and Characteristics of the Study of Donggan Literature in China

Gadamer believed that literary works are a historical existence, and their significance mainly
depends on readers’ understanding (Zhu Liyuan, 2005: 287). Therefore, the standpoint, experience
and vision of Chinese scholars determine the types and characteristics of Donggan literature
research. According to the research topics, it can be divided into three categories: relationship
research, work research and translation research.

(1) Relationship Research

The study of national or ethnic literature from the perspective of the history of literary
relations is helpful to clarify the external influence and cross-cultural dialogue of national or ethnic
literature. After entering the new century, more Chinese scholars attach importance to exploring the
relationship between Donggan literature and other countries’ literature, studying the interaction
between Donggan writers and other countries’ writers, trying to establish a historical situation of
cross-cultural communication in terms of historical data excavation and research paradigm, and
giving overall positioning and value evaluation to Donggan literature. Many researchers, based on
the perspective of the pluralistic relationship between Donggan literature and Chinese literature and
culture, Islamic literature and culture, Russian culture and literature, and the cultures of various
ethnic groups in Central Asia, presented their bilateral relations and dialogues, and explored the
transnational, cross-cultural and even cross-language dissemination and variation of Donggan
literature. As Chang Wenchang pointed out, Donggan literature and Chinese literature and culture
have obvious mutual evidence and complementary relationship (Chang Wenchang, Liu Xiaowei,
2011), Yang Jianjun emphasized that Donggan written literature is the result of the dual effects of
folk literature with Chinese characteristics and love for China (YYang Jianjun, 2008). Yang Jianju, Si
Jungin and others also discussed the inheritance and variation of Donggan literature to Russian-
Soviet culture and literature from different angles, which activated the traditional style, modern
characteristics and world characteristics of Donggan literature.

Macroscopically comparing the similarities and differences between Donggan literature and
other countries’ or ethnic literature is another way to study Donggan literature in China. Chang
Wenchang et al. compared and analyzed the similarities and differences between Donggan’s
“Ancient and modern” and Chinese traditional stories, and focused on exploring their differences
and deep roots (Chang Wenchang, 2008; Su Yonggian, 2017); Gao Yabin and Chang Lini brought
Donggan written literature into the comparative vision of modern Chinese literature, and dug deep
into the similarities and differences between Donggan literature and modern Chinese literature,
especially liberated area literature (Gao Yabin, 2009; Chang Lini, 2012). Si Jungin compares the
moral themes and satirical traditions of Donggan literature with Russian literature.Yang Jianjun
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distinguished and compared Donggan literature with Chinese Hui literature, Chinese Russian
expatriate literature, Southeast Asian Hui Chinese literature and American African-American black
literature, which shows a broader vision of world literature and cross-cultural awareness, and
indicates that the multi-modal and cross-cultural research of Donggan literature has become
increasingly mature.

(1) Research on Works

For a long time, Donggan written literature has been the top priority in the study of Donggan
literature in China, which mainly focuses on the analysis of the works of Arthur Shiwazi, Erli
Albudu, Ishar Shisier, etc. There are 12 papers on Shiwazi, 7 Albudu, 8 Shisier, and 2 monographs
introducing Shiwazi and Shisier’s poems. In addition, Mohammer Imazov’s children’s literature
creation, Ersa Nurovich Baizhanggui’s novels and poems, and Imazov’s and Dhonlar’s literary
criticism have also attracted the attention of domestic scholars. In recent years, the study of
Donggan literature has shown a theoretical trend, with more and more research achievements taking
feminist criticism, space theory, identity and ecological criticism as the breakthrough points.
Although the text analysis and discourse expression are still slightly blunt, they still give new
connotations and new features to the study of Donggan literature in China.

Donggan proverbs, doggerel, folk stories, operas and even proverbs, which belong to folk
literature, also have rich research value. Chang Wenchang, Gao Yabin, et al. devoted themselves to
discussing the development course, ideological characteristics, cultural implication and aesthetic
characteristics of Donggan folk literature, and discriminating the inheritance and variation
relationship between folk literature and Chinese traditional culture and Islamic culture. However,
compared with written literature, the research in this field is still weak and deserves more attention
in the future.

(111 Translation Studies

The transcription and translation of Donggan texts are “the foundation of the study of
Donggan history, language, literature, culture, art and folk customs” (Lin Tao, 2019:3). Chang
Wenchang and Lin Tao highly affirmed the value and significance of Chinese translation of
Donggan literature, analyzed the connotation of Donggan literature transliteration and translation,
pointed out that Donggan literature transliteration and translation belong to two different categories:
linguistics and translation studies, and held that “literal translation plus annotation” can keep the
original taste of Donggan language to the maximum extent and show the unique style of Donggan
literature (Chang Wenchang, 2005). However, there are different voices in academic circles.For
example, some people pay more attention to the role of free translation, so the Chinese translation
of Donggan literature and its research is still on the way.

V. Conclusion

Over the past 30 years, the study of Donggan literature in China has been developing and
advancing with the times in knowledge construction and academic interpretation, and has initially
realized “the possibility of the formation of Donggan School in China”. However, while affirming
his research achievements, we should also face up to the shortcomings and improve them from the
following two aspects: First, we should strengthen the translation and research of Donggan
literature. The Chinese translation of Central Asian literature under the “Belt and Road Initiative” is
not only a national strategy, but also a demand of the times. In the future, we should pay more
attention to the Chinese translation of Donggan literature and provide more documents for
promoting the study of Donggan literature; Second, the innovation of text interpretation. The
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acceptance effect of Donggan literature in China has always been paid little attention to, and the
shortcomings of this research need to be filled in order to consolidate the communication
significance and practical value of Donggan literature in China. In a word, the study of Donggan
literature in China has grown into a dynamic academic growth point and will play a more active
role in the exchanges and exchanges between China and Central Asia.
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JTEKATETOPU3AIIAA TEOPUSICHI )KAHA KbITAWU TUJIX UHTEPHET
IBOEMU3ZMAEPHU ' KOHYH/O TAJT100
TEOPUS JEKATETOPU3AIINU U KNTAUCKUAE CETEBBIE DBOEMMN3MbI
DECATEGORIZATION THEORY AND CHINESE NETWORK EUPHEMISM

Kbickaua myHe3neme: Jlekareropusaiusi 00JCO OW >KYTYPTYYHYH HOBATOPAYK BIKMAChI
’KaHa KOTHUTHBAMK MEXaHU3MH, all CAITTYy MaHUAETH KaTEropHsioo MEHEH Oupre TOIyK OONTOH
KaTEeropusuioo MPOLEcCUH Ty3ay.JIMHrBUCTUKANBIK BapualusHbIH OMp Typy Katapbl Keitall TN
TapMaFI)IHI)IH I/IHTepHeT BB(l)eMI/ISMHepI/I aaamM KaTeropmmaHraH KOT'HUTUBIUK npoueCCTep MCHCH
TBITBI3 63171.]'[3HI>IHIT3, JKaHa aJ'Iap)II)IH MYTaHI/ISIJ'II)IK CbeHOMeHI/I KaTeropmmaH6araH TeOpI/IHHBIH KO3
Kapalibl MEHEH TYIIYHAYPYJIyIry MyMKYH.KbITalf TUIM TapMarblHBIH HHTEPHET 3BPEMU3MICPUHUH
naiga 60yIryHa MOTHUBAIIUSHBI MYKH KaHA THIIIKGEI ()aKTOPIOPAOH TYHIYHAYPYYTe OOJOT, al MU
HErM3rd MOTHBAIUS aJaM TYIIYHYTYHYH JKaHa WII KY3YHIOTYy OailaHBIITBIH 3apbUIABITEl OOTYII
caHaJjar.

AHHoOTanus: JlekaTeropusanus SBISETCS BaXXHBIM CIIOCOOOM WHHOBAIIMOHHOTO MBIIIICHUS U
KOI'HUTHUBHBIM MECXaHHU3MOM, KOTOpI)IfI BMECTEC C Tpa)II/II_II/IOHHBIM CMBICIIOM KaTeFOpI/ISaI_H/II/I
MPEACTABISIET COOOM TMONHBIA TIpolecc Karteropu3anuu. Kak CBoero poaa JUHTBUCTHYECKAS
Bapualus, KWATaWCKUE CceTeBble 3BPEMU3MBI TECHO CBS3aHbl C KOTHUTHBHBIMH ITPOIIECCAMHU
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